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The U.S.-ROK alliance has been a vital element for deterring
another North Korean invasion of South Korea since the end of
the Korean War. 
Despite its record of successes, the alliance faced serious
challenges and problems in the early part of the 21st century, such
as the rising tide of anti-American sentiments in South Korea, the
widening perception gap between the two allies over the threat of
North Korea, and the changing global security environment
caused by the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the U.S. war on terror, and
the rise of China, among others.
In consequence of these tendencies, the U.S.-ROK alliance
drifted apart as the United States leaned toward the so-called
unilateralism, and South Korea moved to the left. Many analysts
and observers of both countries also perceived the alliance as
having experienced a troublesome time during the five years of the
Roh Moo-hyun administration, though the alliance is now widely
viewed as stronger than ever.
This article provides a brief overview of the international and
domestic context that helps clarify the path along which the
United States and South Korea were drifting apart. Then it
reexamines the strategic implications of the highly politicized
security issues under the Bush and Roh administrations,
including the realignment and redeployment of the U.S. Forces
Korea (USFK), the wartime operational control (OPCON) transfer,
and the strategic flexibility of USFK. It also seeks to identify the
general trends in American views of South Korea and the U.S.-
ROK alliance, over the course of the Roh presidency.
Key words: U.S.-ROK alliance, U.S. Forces Korea (USFK), South
Korea, threat perception, political image
